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seriously by all people responsible for the education of
others, to say nothing of themselves.
And in connexion with this aspect—the effect of mind
on body—must be urged the necessity for free play for the
youngest, merging into freely chosen occupations and
ample leisure to live their own lives as people grow older.
No fear that children will abuse their leisure should lead
to perpetual organization of their lives and constant super-
vision. Free children and self-educating young people are
perhaps more tiring to live with and show more clearly
such faults as are due, after all, mainly to education:
lack of real interest in knowledge or art, lack of imagination
and understanding of others' needs. But in such freedom
lies the only hope of a generation of active participators
in the art of civilized life, trained to adventure further than
their fathers.
educative influence of the community
Life is the greatest educator and so large a fraction of
youth spent at schools and universities can only be justified
if it can be shown that these places of learning have special
functions. It will be easier for the purpose in hand to
consider briefly the general education a child should get
from his community before examining the special functions
of school.
Even if it were possible, no community can leave the
education of children or young people entirely to pro-
fessional educators. It was pointed out how great was the
influence of a child's experience in the pre-school years,
and throughout school life the attitude of his community
to learning, to say nothing of the attitude to teachers,
influences younger people greatly. Here it must suffice to
say that the child is blessed who comes from a home where
there is an active respect for accurate knowledge ; where
there is sufficient wise tolerance to leave people to seek

